
THE LIST OF SURETIES IN C�AIN �EIM�INETHE MAIN source for information about the Irish saint �Eim��ne isC�ain �Eim��ne,1 which is set in the period of the Leinster king Bran�ua F�ael�ain (ob. 693). The evidence of the language of the text sug-gests a date in the late Old Irish or early Middle Irish period. Its`legal core', however, may be older, if not contemporary with Bran and�Eim��ne. Embedded in a miracle-story various privileges are describedwhich �Eim��ne and his community obtain from Bran. These concern (a)jurisdiction and the legal status of the community with regard to itssecular neighbours, (b) the status of its tenants, (c) its obligation toprovide refection, and (d) the rights of burial on its grounds. Even inits anecdotal guise the text shows some features of what W. Davies hascalled the Celtic charter-tradition:2 it contains a disposition, a witnesslist and a sanction, though the order of these elements has been changedto suit narrative requirements.In this note the witness list will be analysed in order to establishwhether it contains historical, datable material. The list names thesureties who will guarantee the contract between �Eim��ne, his commu-nity and Bran (r�aithi Laigen olchena i n-�og lesaigthe �Eim��ne �Ain ocusa muintire fri Laigniu `sureties of the other Leinstermen to guaran-tee the full satisfaction of �Eim��ne and his community in regard to theLeinstermen').3It contains the names of �fteen personages, all without titles orclerical o�ces. The names are quoted here as they are found in themanuscripts of C�ain �Eim��ne, length-marks are provided on the basis ofCorpus genealogiarum Hiberniae [CGH ];4 some normalized spellings aregiven in square brackets.Since the identi�cations suggested here rest on evidence from thegenealogies, it must be kept in mind that our analysis and the inferencesbased on it are valid only if the genealogical records can be accepted asreliable.51See J. G. O'Kee�e, `C�ain Eim��ne B�ain annso', Anecdota from Irish manuscriptsI (Halle and Dublin 1907) 40{45; C. Plummer, `C�ain Eim��ne B�ain', �Eriu 4 (1910)39{46; and E. Poppe, `A new edition of C�ain �Eim��ne B�ain', Celtica 18 (1986) 35{52.There are scattered references to �Eim��ne in martyrologies, genealogies, and annals aswell as in hagiographical anecdotes which would deserve separate discussion. I amgrateful to Rolf Baumgarten for his helpful comments on an earlier draft of this note.2See W. Davies, `The Latin charter-tradition in western Britain, Brittany andIreland in the early mediaeval period', in Ireland in early mediaeval Europe (ed. D.Whitelock, R. McKitterick, D. Dumville, Cambridge 1982) 258{80.3Poppe, Celtica 18 (1986) 42 lines 59{60.4Ed. M. A. O'Brien, Dublin 1962.5Another complication could be that the names were taken by the redactor of thetext from genealogical records to give it some semblence of historicity and authentic-ity. In this case, however, it must be conceded that he worked well within the limitsof genealogical plausibility.Celtica 21 c
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the list of sureties in C�ain �Eim��ne 589(1) cellach mac �aeda cr�oinThis Cellach may be a brother of D��mmae Donn, a son of �Aed Cr�on(see CGSH,6 261). The U�� �Aeda Cr�oin belong to the Laigin (see CGH316 a 18) and are related to the family of Bran �ua F�ael�ain. A son ofD��mmae Donn, Berch�an, was a Leinster saint (see CGSH, 261).According to Annals of the Four Masters [AFM]7 �Aed Cr�on's great-grandfather Colm�an was killed in 576. Therefore a date for Cellachat the end of the seventh or at the beginning of the eighth century ispossible, if the identi�cation is valid. It would suit the background ofC�ain �Eim��ne.(2) c�uldub mac cert�ain [cerdd�ain]He belongs to the Fothairt (U�� C�ulduib: see CGH 126 a 22, b 12Lec.) and is related to Ardmesach (no. 5 below). Both are descendedfrom Dian. A date for C�uldub in the second half of the seventh centuryseems possible by synchronizing his pedigree with that of Brigit, anotherdescendant of Dian, and by using ad 524 as the traditional date of herdeath (see CGH, 83{4): Dianjj jC�uldub Bressalj jFergus Deimrej j�Ennae Becc Dubthachj j�Eogan Brigit (ob. 524)j�Ennaej�Oeble�anjCerdd�anjC�uldub(3) deg chairdil mac br�oc�ainUnidenti�ed.(4) f��n�an mac m�aeil dibidUnidenti�ed.6P. �O Riain (ed.), Corpus genealogiarum sanctorum Hiberniae (Dublin 1985).7Annals of the Kingdom of Ireland by the Four Masters I{VII (ed. J. O'Donovan,Dublin 1848{51).



590 erich poppe(5) ardmesach mac m�aeil ruisHe belongs to the Fothairt (U�� Erc�ain: see CGH 126 a 25) and isrelated to C�uldub, (no. 2 above).8 A date for him in the second half ofthe seventh century seems possible on the same basis as for C�uldub. Heand Ardmesach are, respectively, eight and seven generations removedfrom Dian.9(6) dub cluana mac odr�a[i]n (var. furodr�a[i]n)Unidenti�ed.(7) elt��ne [alt��ne] mac br�oc�ainHe belongs to the Lo��chsi (see CGH 127 a 20). He might be a nearcontemporary of Mescell (no. 15 below), whose 
oruit is in the lateseventh or early eighth century (see CGH, 90{91):Barrjj jDomongart Nast�airj jComgall �Oengusj jSenach Bacc�anj jBr�oc�an Berachj jAlt�ene M�ael Aithge�anjMescelljBerach (contd as in (15))Deg Chairdil mac Br�oc�ain (no. 3 above) is not his brother.10(8) buide mac laign�ein [laidcn�en]He belongs to the Laigin (U�� Buide: see CGH 119 ab 55, b 7).A 
oruit for him in the late seventh or early eighth century is possible,since { according to the genealogy of the U�� Buide { he is �ve generationsremoved from Echthighern, a Leinster chieftain, referred to in AFM s.a.846.118The evidence from the genealogies shows that Ardmesach mac M�aeil Ruis is thecorrect reading in C�ain �Eim��ne and it is found in one of the two manuscripts of thetext (correct the text in Celtica 18 (1986) 44 line 66).9See CGH, 126 a 25: [Airdmessach] m. M�aele Rois m. Forann�ain m. �Eogain m.Fergnaem. Cobthaichm. [M]uiredaichm. Laisre m. Ercc�ainm. D�ein. In this pedigreeCobthach is contemporary with Brigit.10See CGH, 127 a 19{20: C�oic meic Br�oc�ain meic Senaich .i. C�uil�eni, Con_samail,�Em��ne, Alt�ene, Dub-lis.11See CGH 119 ab 50: Echthigern m. Donngusa m. Mencossaig m. M�aelgairb m.hUargusa m. Buide a quo H�ui Buide m. Laidcn�en.



the list of sureties in C�ain �Eim��ne 591(9) dub d�a chr��ch mac m�ail ochtraid [m�ail ochtraig]He belongs to the Laigin (U�� Chrimthainn �Ain: see CGH 122 bb 16,bc 18,11, b 23,25). A date for him in the second half of the seventhcentury is suggested by synchronizing his pedigree with that of Columof Terryglas (ob. 549 (AU);12 see CGH, 55):Nannidjj jCormac Colum (ob. 549)jCobthachj�EoganjM�ael OchtraigjDub D�a Chr��ch(10) d��musach [d��ummasach] mac congaileHe belongs to the Laigin (U�� _Failgi: see CGH 117 b 26, 122 bc 55,123 a 38). A date for him in the late seventh or early eighth centuryis suggested by the reference in AU to the death of M�ael Sinchill in881, who is �ve generations removed from D��ummasach according tothe pedigree of the U�� _Failgi.13(11) m�ael t�uile [-i, m�ael t�olae] mac m�aeiluidirHe seems to belong to the Fothairt Airthir Liphi (see CGH 126 a 16Lec.) and is related to C�uldub (no. 2 above) and Ardmesach (no. 5above). They are all descended from Artt Cerp. C�uldub and Ardmesachare, respectively, ten and eleven generations removed from Artt Cerp,the grandfather of their common ancestor Dian, whereas M�ael T�uile isseven generations removed from Artt Cerp according to the pedigree ofAnmchaid m. M�aeli T�olae in the Book of Lecan.14(12) �aed�an mac echachUnidenti�ed. (He is not to be identi�ed with �Aed�an m. Echdach(CGSH, 141), who belongs to the �fth century and the Ulaid. Another�Aed�an m. Eachach from the �Eoganacht is referred to in CGH 151 b 27Lec.)12S. Mac Airt and G. Mac Niocall (ed.), The Annals of Ulster (to A.D. 1131)(Dublin 1983).13See CGH 123 a 33: M�ael Sinchilllm. Mugr�oinm. �Oengusam. Mugr�oinm. Flaindm. D��umasaich m. Congaile.14 See CGH, 83: [M�ael T�olae] m. M�aelhuidir m. Ainmerech m. S�etnae m. Coluimbm. Ailella m. Fergusa Tairb R�oe m. Airt Chirp.



592 the list of sureties in C�ain �Eim��ne(13) fabnith �ua tusech�ainUnidenti�ed. If �ua Tusech�ain denotes the grandfather or, more gen-erally, an ancestor, then he may belong to the U�� Tho��sech�ain, one ofthe forsloinnti `alien families' of the U�� Enechglaiss (see CGH 124 a 5).Could -th in Fabnith stand for later -d and thus preserve an old spelling?The name is not attested in CGH or CGSH.(14) lap�an do lo��gisUnidenti�ed. Since he is said to belong to the Lo��gis, a subject peopleof the Laigin, he is not to be identi�ed with Lapp�an m. D��mma of theLaigin (U�� M�ail: see CGH 317 c 52 LL).(15) mescell do lo��gisHe may be Mescell m. M�ael Aithge�ain m. Beraich of the Lo��gis (seeCGH 127 a 33 LL, 337 g 26). A date for him in the late seventh or earlyeighth century is possible on the basis of the pedigree of the kings ofthe Lo��gis and the references to Cind�eitigh, son of Ga��th��n, Lord of theLo��gis, between 860 and his death in 898 in AFM.15Nine of the �fteen personages named in the witness list of C�ain�Eim��ne can be identi�ed in the genealogical records. Eight of themcan be dated to roughly the end of the seventh or the beginning of theeighth century. For one of them, no. 11, the exact date of his 
oruit isdi�cult to establish given the problems of dating by generation count,but he may belong to the same period. All those identi�ed belong tothe Laigin or to one of their subject peoples, the Lo��gis or the Fothairt,as is to be expected in a text which deals with Leinster a�airs. Thata few personages elude identi�cation may be due to the basically localimportance of the legal contract.The fact that a good proportion of the witnesses can be identi�edfrom the genealogies and dated roughly to the end of the seventh or thebeginning of the eighth century suggests that the witness list and theother elements of the `legal core' of C�ain �Eim��ne may contain genuinecontemporary information. These �ndings support Charles Doherty'ssuggestion that one would expect lists of witnesses, sureties, and guar-antors in saints' lives (and other hagiographical writings) if `written\charters" form part of the hagiographer's quarry'.16 M�air��n N�� Dhonn-chadha has shown that the guarantor list of C�ain Adomn�ain `cannot beother than a genuine historical record, contemporary with the promul-gation of the law' in 697.17 The witness list in C�ain �Eim��ne may befurther indirect evidence for the existence of such early charter material.Erich PoppePhilipps-Universit�at Marburg15 See CGH 127 a 32{3: [Cenn�etig] m. G�aeth��ne m. Cin�aeda m. Cathail m. Beraigm. Mescill m. M�ael Aithge�ain.16`Some aspects of hagiography as a source for Irish economic history', Peritia 1(1982) 300{328, p. 306.17`The guarantor list of C�ain Adomn�ain, 697', Peritia 1 (1982) 178{215, p. 179.


